
Starting out
with bees



Apiary location
Morning sun

Not in cold pocket
Access to road

Screened from walkers
Fenced from livestock

Water source



Bear fences 
required



Plans at ScientificBeekeeping.com
Search ñBear Fenceò



No to hive standsSweet Mountain Honey



Apiary location

Yes to cinder 
blocks

Use individual stands that allow you 
to work the hive from the side.  Two 
hives side-by-side OK, but leave 
standing space between pairs. 



Thereôs no 
ñbest wayò to 
keep bees.



Protective Gear



Working with Bees



Honey bees  sting!
Get used to it and build up an immunity.

People pay for bee venom therapy !



Full gear 
for most 

beginners, 
but  skip the 

leather 
gloves!



Wear a veil until you no longer react to venom.

Helayne Seidman



Learn good technique by working bare handed.
The bees will remind you every time you screw up.



Wear nitrile gloves as an option



White, 12ó cuffs C



Dress 
appropriately for 

the situation.



Avoid tight 
clothing

pollination connection



Full gear at night or 
in poor conditions



Learning to work your bees 
without initiating stinging



Get 

comfortable

with

bees!



Attitude and technique make a difference!

Adversarial approach           Respectful approach



test

Non-adversarial  ònormal protectionó



Relax and work 
smoothly and 
deliberately



Use minimal white smoke.



Move

smoothly



Learn what bees 

will tolerate



Always watch the beesé

to monitor whether theyõre 
watching you.



Use all  your 
senses to òreadó 

the bees



Learn from experienced 
beekeepers



Involve the kids!



Be an ambassador for pollinators and 
habitat protection



Get over your own fear of bees as an example to others



Kids are fascinated by bees!



Honey bees donõt 
òwantó to sting 

you.



Never  
demonstrate 
beekeeping 

to an 
unveiled 

neighbor or 
guest!

Shannon L. Cheesman



Adversarial approach



Cooperative approach



Hive Equipment.

The bees donôt care!



Advantages to standard



Langstroth 

has stood 

the test of 

time



ą

9-5/8 
tall
Ć

ą

6-5/8 
tall
Ć

ă 16ıò wide Ą ă 14ò wide Ą

Deep 
boxes

Medium 
boxes

Deeps 
handiest 
for brood 
chambers

Mediums 
(optional) 
for honey 

supers

Box size choices

8 - frame
Easier to lift

10 - frame
ñStandardò



ñKeepingò

Your

Bees



What I hear, I forget. 
What I see, I remember. 
What I do, I understand.

-- Confucius



Buying Queens



Letõs take it

from the beginningé



Eric Touranet

Queen production

Grafting tool with 1st-instar larva



24 hrs after grafting



Nearly ripe



Virgin queen



Mating flight



Laying queen



Greg Fullerton

Caged queens


